
 

Greetings from Professor Amsler

professor at FSU!

I am so proud of my studio, my students 

Flute day, played well at the Convention and were incredibly 

respectful during the search! Thank you all for this special and 

uplifting experience.

 

And now, he

all are delighted to start working with her in the fall. It will give more 

students the opportunity to work with a professor for more semesters 

than what has been possible in the past. It will be a big help for me to 

share responsibi

ideas as well as expand on what we already do.

 

Thank you to Dean Flowers, the search committee chaired by Dr. 

Bish, my grad assistants and the entire flute studio for all of the 

support. It truly makes 

environment, and it inspires me to see the flute studio being a 

wonderful community.

I can’t wait to hear all the recitals this semester and then to teach 

summer classes in Arcidosso, Tuscany and Arosa, Switzerland. B

am also really looking forward to working together with Dr. Large in 

the fall! 

 

To a successful rest of the spring semester!

Your Professor,

Eva Amsler

W
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Greetings from Professor Amsler 

hat a whirlwind six weeks it has been! And we have all 

experienced, learned and observed so much during this 

time. We hosted the wonderful Marina Piccinini for our 

flute day, performed and presented at the FFA 

Convention, and concluded the search for a sec

professor at FSU!  

I am so proud of my studio, my students - you were a great team at 

Flute day, played well at the Convention and were incredibly 

respectful during the search! Thank you all for this special and 

uplifting experience. 

And now, here is a warm welcome to FSU for Dr. Karen Large 

all are delighted to start working with her in the fall. It will give more 

students the opportunity to work with a professor for more semesters 

than what has been possible in the past. It will be a big help for me to 

share responsibilities and I am looking forward to incorporating her 

ideas as well as expand on what we already do. 

Thank you to Dean Flowers, the search committee chaired by Dr. 

Bish, my grad assistants and the entire flute studio for all of the 

support. It truly makes me happy to be in such a positive work 

environment, and it inspires me to see the flute studio being a 

wonderful community. 

I can’t wait to hear all the recitals this semester and then to teach 

summer classes in Arcidosso, Tuscany and Arosa, Switzerland. B

am also really looking forward to working together with Dr. Large in 

 

To a successful rest of the spring semester! 

Your Professor, 

Eva Amsler 

W
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Welcome Dr. Large! 

 

Beginning in the Fall of 2018, Karen McLaughlin Large will serve 

as assistant professor of flute at Florida State University.  She is 

currently an associate professor of flute at Kansas State University 

where she teaches applied flute lessons, flute methods, flute 

ensemble, and Introduction to Film Music.  She earned her Doctor 

of Music, Master of Music, Bachelor of Music, and Bachelor of 

Science degrees as well as graduate certificates in Music Theory 

Pedagogy and College Teaching from Florida State University.  She 

studied flute with Eva Amsler, Stephanie Jutt, and Joshua Carter 

under Charles Delaney. 

 

Dr. Large is an active solo and chamber musician.  She has given 

many performances and presentations at national and international 

conventions.  She is a founding member of Traverso Colore: 

Baroque Ensemble as well as Tornado Alley Flutes.  Dr. Large is 

also a member of the Topeka Symphony Orchestra and Konza Winds Quintet. 

 

Creator of the world's first Virtual Flute Choir, Dr. Large's other research interests include affective 

(emotional) responses to music, the relationship between music theory and performance, Baroque flute 

performance practice, and Romantic transcriptions for flute.  Her first solo CD, String to Silver: 

Flute Transcriptions of Works in the Romantic Tradition, will be released in the Spring of 2018.  

 
Outreach at the Kearney Center 

By Anthony Ruffin 

If you were to ask people what their favorite time of year was, odds are that most people, including myself, 

would say the holiday season. I mean think about it, what isn’t there to love? There are Christmas Carols, 

beautiful scenery, and my favorite thing in the world…the peppermint mocha latte. The holiday season is a 

time of reflection and celebration that is sure to bring joy to all. 

This past holiday season, the Flute Association at FSU wanted to share some of our favorite holiday pieces 

with members of the Tallahassee community. Under the guidance of our wonderful Outreach Coordinator 

Rebecca Needham, members of the Flute Association were able to perform at the Kearny Center based in 

Tallahassee, Florida. The Kearney Center is an emergency service center that was founded in April of 2015. 

The center provides 24-hour emergency assistance to people in need of things that range from financial support 

to temporary housing. An excerpt from their mission statement defines their mission an effort to “reduce 

homelessness by providing a safe environment.” 

As a first-year member of the FA@FSU I thought that it was really great opportunity to go out into the 

community and serve together at an organization that provides services to so many people on a daily basis. 

Members of the FA@FSU collected donations for a two-week period that were then presented to the Kearney 

Center. In addition, we performed a 45-minute set of holiday music as well as assisted with serving dinner to 

visitors and residence of the center for that night. We are very excited to continue cooperating with this 

amazing organization as well as continuing to serve our community in as many ways as possible. If you would 

like to know more about the Kearney center, I encourage you to visit their website at Kearneycenter.org. There 

you will also find a list of items that they are in need of in order to serve those in need. Also, if you have any 

recommendations or ideas to get the FA@FSU involved with your organization or service project, feel free to 

contact our Outreach Coordinator Rebecca Needham at, rn14c@my.fsu.edu. 
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Join the FA for Upcoming Outreach! 

By Rebecca Needham 

A lot of exciting things are happening this semester with outreach in the Flute Association!  We are 

currently in the process of planning events like the outreach we will be doing with the Legacy School 

of the Arts.  Legacy School of the Arts is a wonderful after-school arts program for young children in 

Quincy, Florida.  This outreach is a wonderful way to introduce children to the flute and to music in 

general since there are no elementary music programs in their schools.  In addition to that outreach, 

we will also be volunteering with the Kearney Homeless Shelter again this semester!  We will 

be volunteering in their kitchen as well as collecting donations for the shelter throughout the 

semester.  One of the items the Kearney Center needs the most are socks, so we will be holding a 

"Socking Stuffer" competition at one of our flute socials, where we see who can find the craziest 

socks and stuff them with goodies for the Kearney Center (for a prize of course!).  We hope you will 

join us this semester with these wonderful outreach events in the community!  If you have any 

questions, comments, or ideas for future outreach opportunities, you can contact Rebecca Needham 

(the Outreach Coordinator) at Rn14c@my.fsu.edu. 
 

The Flute Studio Goes to FFA 

By Kayla Hanvey 

 
On Friday, January 26

th
 members of our flute studio traveled to Orlando, 

Florida to attend the annual Florida Flute Convention. Among the 

highlights of this weekend included performances of our undergraduate 

flute choir, the Raines Ensemble, graduate student members of the New 

Music Consortium, FSU resident flute quartet Silver Linings, and our 

fearless leader Professor Eva Amsler. Ms. Amsler not only gave a joint 

recital on the opening night of the conference with flutist Ronda Cassano 

but was also invited to perform during the convention guest artist Nestor 

Torres’ jazzy solo recital on Saturday night, which included a duet with 

collaborative improvisation! 

  

Students of FSU that attended the convention also 

participated in numerous competitions held in 

conjunction with the Florida Flute Convention. Tristan Magruder and Rebecca 

Needham placed in the final round of the Collegiate Young Artist Competition, and 

Erika Andres performed in a collegiate masterclass for guest artist Nestor Torres. Ms. 

Andres was also awarded as alternate for the collegiate piccolo masterclass with 

renowned artist, Nan Raphael. Congratulations to them all! 

  

Our flute studio members not only gave performances and competed in competitions, 

but also learned a great deal by attending classes, concerts and seminars held 

throughout the convention weekend. Sessions included topics such as vibrato and tone 

development, the flute in jazz, beatboxing, and a Feldenkrais Method demonstration 

given by Professor Eva Amsler. Certainly a busy weekend for all participating students! 

 

FSU flutist trying a 
contrabass flute at the 

exhibit hall 

Silver Lining Flutes after their 
performance 
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A Successful FSU Flute Day 

By Erika Andres 

The beginning of February was a very busy and exciting time for the FSU 

flute studio.  Saturday, February 3, was the 2018 FSU Flute Day featuring 

the guest artist Marina Piccinini.  However, there were many wonderful 

events that led up to this all-day, flute-filled event.  

On Thursday, February 1, flutist David Le and pianist Hui-Chuan Chen led 

an informative collaboration class entitled “How do you work with a 

pianist?”  Then on Friday, February 2, Marina Piccinini arrived and gave a 

highly edifying masterclass to several FSU students and was followed by a 

presentation and flute trial by Haynes’s Steven Finley.  In the evening, a 

wonderful recital was given by flutist Kristin Hayes and percussionist Eric 

Peterson. 

There was an even greater variety of events held the 

next day, Saturday, February 3, the official FSU Flute 

Day.  The day began with a fun and challenging Dalcroze warm-up with Kristin 

Hayes followed by another enlightening masterclass given by Marina Piccinini.  

Other events included a flute choir reading session with Kristin Hayes, a lectures 

about Haynes flutes with Steven Finley, and a masterclass with Professor Amsler.  

And in the exhibit hall, there were many flutes to try from the Haynes and J.L. Smith 

exhibitors and there was sheet music to browse from Beethoven & Co.   The day 

closed with an amazing recital given by the flutist Marina Piccinini and pianist Hui-

Chuan Chen.   

This year’s Flute Day was an incredibly exciting event.  The flute studio would like 

to thank all of the guest artists and exhibitors, and of course the many people who 

worked behind the scenes for making this event a highly successful one.  

 

 

 

Marinina Piccinini’s masterclass 

Flute choir reading session 

Marina Piccinini’s Recital Participating in the Dalcroze warm-up Trying flutes in the exhibit hall 
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Save the Date! 
FSU Flute Choir Day 2018 

 
. 

Saturday, April 14 in Lindsay Recital Hall 

 

Upcoming Events 

Monday, March 5, 7:30PM (Lindsay Recital Hall) 

Graduate Performance Recital 

Wednesday, March 7, 7:30PM (WES 060) 

Undergraduate Performance Recital 

Thursday, March 8, 1:15 PM (Lindsay Recital Hall) 

Undergraduate Studio Class Recital 

Thursday, March 8, 7:30 PM (Lindsay Recital Hall) 

Logan Faulkner and Quinn Smith 

Degree Recital 

Friday, March 9, 7:30 PM (Dohnànyi Recital Hall) 

Kayla Hanvey Solo Recital 

Monday, March 19, 7:30 PM (Lindsay Recital Hall) 

Deborah Tien Solo Recital 

Monday, March 26, 7:30pm (Dohnànyi Recital Hall) 

Elyse Davis Doctoral Chamber Recital 

Tuesday, April 3, 9:00AM-2:00PM (Lindsay Recital Hall) 

Bake Sale 

Monday, April 9, 7:30 PM (Lindsay Recital Hall) 

Undergraduate Performance Studio Recital 

Tuesday, April 10, 7:30PM (Dohnànyi Recital Hall) 

Erika Andres Masters Solo Recital 

Saturday, April 14 (Lindsay Recital Hall) 

Flute Choir Day 

Monday, April 16, 7:30PM (Dohnànyi Recital Hall) 

Aleyna Brown Senior Recital 
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Introducing New FA Officers for the 2018-2019 Academic Year 

In December 2017, the Flute Association held its annual officer elections for the upcoming academic 

year. We are incredibly thankful for the time and service given by our current officers who will be 

graduating or pursuing other life endeavors in May. Next year’s incoming officers will have the chance to 

observe and participate in FA board meetings while shadowing the current officers whose positions they 

will assume next year. This allows for a smooth transition for both the individual officers and the 

organization. We are delighted to welcome the following new officers to our board for the 2018-2019 

academic year: Vice President Alan Berquist, Corresponding Secretary Elizabeth Laird, Fundraising 

Chair Anthony Ruffin, and Social Media Chair Tristan Magruder. 

 

 

Alan Berquist is a first-year Doctor of Music student in flute performance with a decade of experience 

working in arts administration capacities for non-profit organizations. As Vice President, he wishes to 

enhance the FA’s current activities and highlight the amazing accomplishments and happenings in the 

flute studio through a stronger community and online presence. 

 

 

Elizabeth Laird is a first-year Master of Music student in flute performance. Elizabeth, more informally 

referred to as Bess, has a background in performance and creative writing. She is a master storyteller and 

her background will surely have a positive impact on the FA Newsletter. She is eager to contribute her 

experience in writing and editing to keep the community informed of the FA's numerous activities. 
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Anthony Ruffin, a freshman Instrumental Music Education major (BME), will serve as one of the FA’s 

Fundraising Co-Chairs. Anthony hopes to bring a new approach to fundraising for the organization that 

will allow the FA to come together more fully to reach the common goal of raising money for the 

organization. In this effort, he aspires to increase the budget of the FA in order to bring in a wider array of 

guest artists and programs that will both serve and educate members of the FA@FSU, the FSU College of 

Music, and the greater Tallahassee community. 

 

 

Tristan Magruder is working toward his Bachelor of Music in flute performance at FSU. He is both 

camera and social media savvy, skills that will help promote the FA through various platforms. His goal 

is to use the FA’s current social media outlets, such as Facebook, the website, and Instagram, to bring 

greater awareness to the amazing things that the flute studio does and to increase the overall visibility of 

the Flute Association. 

Welcome to all of our incoming officers! 
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Contact the FA@FSU! 
 

President Laura Clapper, lmc14f@my.fsu.edu 

 

Vice President Elyse Davis, eed14@my.fsu.edu 

 

Treasurer Kayla Hanvey, kdh16@my.fsu.edu 

 

Corresponding Secretary Erika Andres, esa16@my.fsu.edu 

 

Recording Secretary Logan Faulkner, lf15c@my.fsu.edu 

 

Outreach Chair Rebecca Needham, rn14c@my.fsu.edu 

 

Social Media Coordinator Ayça Çetin, ac15j@my.fsu.edu 

 

Fundraising Chairs Quinn Smith and Aubrey Mount, 
dqs13@my.fsu.edu, am16c@my.fsu.edu 

 

Social Events Chairs Jessica Kiehl and Alison Puetz, 
 jk15c@my.fsu.edu, ap15j@my.fsu.edu 

 


